
Florida State University
College of Social Sciences & Public Policy

Hilton Center

Teaching Statement
After graduate school, I joined an edtech startup called MobLab to help bring experiments to social
science education. From running experiments in my own classes, I knew that students loved them
and the post-experiment discussion led to curious and exciting discussion about economic theory.
With MobLab I wanted to develop games and curriculum, as well as work with instructors, to help
deliver these experiences to students around the world. But, while MobLab was a terrific opportu-
nity, I missed the classroom. I love economics and wanted to come back and help students to see
how economics applies to many domains of human affairs. It has been wonderful to be back!

My approach to teaching is simple. First, I care about the students. I want students to look
forward to coming to class each day, excited about the opportunity to learn. But, I know that I
cannot create that culture if I do not connect with students by learning their names, talking with
them before and after class, learning about their goals outside of class, etc. Second, I try to bring
great energy and enthusiasm to the classroom. I want students to have a sense of purpose when
we start class and a sense that we are going to uncover new and interesting economic knowledge.
Third, I seek to create an environment where students feel free to take chances and to ask questions.
To encourage students to take chances and ask questions, sometimes I poll the class about their
confidence in the material from 0 to 100 and show them there are many people who would love to
be more confident in the material too.

Beyond these general approaches, there have been three lessons that stand out above others that
inform my teaching philosophy:

Learning is about feedback
Students need feedback to help them develop a better “internal critic”. To provide feedback, I use
classroom polls in many lectures to assess how students understand and apply concepts from class.
When the poll results are in, I discuss the correct answer but also offer explanations for how the
other multiple choice explanations were incorrect.

We also have a back-and-forth dialogue after experiments. Students have just experienced the insti-
tutional environment and strategic interactions. Even if a student cannot articulate the economic
theory they are more than willing to answer questions like, “What was your strategy?” and “How
did it evolve across rounds in the experiment?” From those questions, responses, and follow-on
questions there is a wonderful and emergent kind of feedback.

Another avenue for feedback comes from peers. I place students in groups and have them work
through problems together in class while I walk through the room and help individual groups that
are stuck. Moreover, in recent semesters I have tried “two stage exams” where the first stage is a
standard exam followed by a second stage that is a group exam. In the group exam, students work
on similar questions but in a more collaborative environment. In physics, this “two stage exam”
has been shown to lead to substantial learning gains.
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Consider your audience
One night my wife was watching me practice my lecture at home and commented, “You give too
many examples. Keep it simple.” She was right. Students did not need me to dazzle them with how
much information I could squeeze into a lecture. I needed to consider my audience and realize that
sometimes less is more. I needed to leave more space for polling questions, discussions, and group
work. Sometimes it isn’t about how much I can teach, it is about how much students can absorb.

Keep working on the craft
There is still so much to learn. Working with MobLab put me in contact with a number of phe-
nomenal teachers. Teachers at conferences like CTREE are often the best of the best. Still they
are pushing for improvement and hungry for new techniques and course designs that can help their
students. Those interactions have driven home the point that there is always room for growth.

In summary, economics is a beautiful subject and it will be a privilege to have a career where I can
continue to hone my craft of sharing economic ideas with young people.
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